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over him during the day, while if it is raining to the
east of the observer in the evening the sky to the
westward must be.clear, and the night will probably be
dry. The justification for the saying depends on the
fact that in these latitudes weather changes generally
move from west to east.

Lunar rainbows are produced in precisely the same
way as solar, but as the light of the moon is much
fainter than that of the sun, the bow is not nearly so
brilliant, and so may frequently escape notice. It often
appears merely as a whitish or yellowish arch. It is
also of much rarer occurrence than the solar bow, for
it is only when the moon, is nearly full that she gives
light enough to produce the phenomenon.

Corona? are the coloured rings we see round the sun
or moon when thin clouds pass across them. They
are frequent enough in the case of the moon, but the
sun's light is too blinding for us to recognise their
appearance in the daytime unless we look at him
through smoked glass, or by reflection in a black mirror
or in still water, in order to reduce the brilliancy.

The ri ngs show prismatic colours, and the tints are
arranged in the same order as that which obtains in the
rainbow; the violet being inside and the red outside.

The phenomenon can be reproduced by looking at the
moon through a plate of glass dusted over with lyco-
podium seed. It is due to what is called * diffraction,' to
the deflection of the rays of light in passing beside the
minute droplets of water which form the cloud. The
smaller the size of these globules the greater is the
diameter of the corona, and so when the rings are con-
tracting it is a sign that the globules are growing in